
The IHRN is, as you can tell from the name, 
a human rights organisation. It was founded in 
Lund in December 2005 by present and former 
students of the Master Program on International 
Human Rights Law, guest researchers and 
others associated with the Raul Wallenberg 
Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, 
the Faculty of Law and Lundôs University. This 
independent, non-governmental organisationôs 
purposes and aims are to promote and protect 
universal human rights, fundamental rights and 
freedoms, and democracy.                 See page 6
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Efter fyra ¬r ªr det ªntligen dags fºr Lunda-
karnevalen igen. Nu i veckan var artisterna 
som ska besºka ¬rets karneval klara. 
Under tre dagar, (19-21 maj) ska bland 

annat Svenska akademin, Petter, IËm from 
Barcelona, The Sounds, The Ark och Snook 
upptrªda, och fºr alla som uppskattar 
artistutbudet lovas en trevlig vistelse i 
Lundag¬rd.
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Lundakarnavalen
The INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS NETWORK 

A NEW NGO IN LUND

UN NEWS - GENERAL ASSEMBLY CREATES NEW 
UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  

NEW YORK, 15 MARCH. [The UN General Assembly 
created a new UN Human Rights Council.  The Council 
will be responsible for promoting universal respect for 
the protection of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind and in 
a fair and equal manner. The much-criticized United 
Nations Human Rights Commission ended its last 
meeting on March 27th after adopting a resolution 
to transfer all its work to the recently created and 
stronger Human Rights Council, which is scheduled 
to hold its ýrst meeting on 19 June in Geneva after the 
U.N. General Assembly votes on its members in May. 
Source: UN News Centre: www.un.org/news

I detta nummer har vi
 ntligen har v¬ren kommit till Lund! Snart 
kommer stadsparken vara full av folkºlsdrickande 
ungdomar och boulespelande pensionªrer, och 
nu har man efter ihªrdigt vªntande kºpa sig 
¬rets fºrsta mjukglass. Redaktionen har haft lite 
sv¬rt fºr att arbeta den senaste tiden men nu ªr 
artiklarna skrivna och bearbetade. I detta nummer 
tas fºljande ªmnen upp: 1 Maj - Arbetarnas dag, 
Lundasiffror, Dutch Integration, Kulturmejeriet, 
Fotokollaget av elevredaktºrerna och deras 
reþektioner om stªngningen av ADB Lund.  
Mycket nºje!Foto: Caroline Areskoug



 Dutch Integration Course

Before coming to the Netherlands, 
immigrants are now required to speak 
the language and understand the society

The controversial rule requiring immigrants to sit for 
a civic integration examination abroad before coming 
to the Netherlands went into effect on 15 March 
2006. foreigners wishing to settle in the Netherlands 
are now required to take the test in their country of 
residence. 

The law (known as WIB in Dutch) covers people 
who wish to form a family with someone in the 
Netherlands (for example, through marriage) 
and to religious leaders coming to the country for 
employment, such as imams or preachers. In many 
cases, passing the exam becomes an additional 
condition before a visa can be issued.

Candidates will be tested on their basic knowledge 
of Dutch language and society. The examination 
is held orally, in Dutch, at the Dutch embassy or 
consulate general in the candidateôs country of 
residence. The payment of an exam fee of 350 euros 
is required.

Candidates can prepare themselves for the exams 
using own methods or by buying a ñStudent pack for 
the Dutch Integration Course Overseasò that costs 
about 65 euros. The pack (can be ordered via the 
website www.naarnederland.nl) consists of a ýlm 
about the Netherlands on video or DVD, a book with 
photographs from the ýlm and a CD-Rom of questions 
which may come up during the `Knowledge of Dutch 
societyË part of the examination, and three mock 
tests of the Dutch language. 

The aim of the course, according to the government, 
is to show the candidate has an understanding of the 
Dutch language or culture. Once in the Netherlands, 
the immigrant still has to complete a normal 
integration course and exam.

Eu citizens, nationals of Australia, Canada, Japan, 
Switzerland, New Zealand and the USA are exempted 
from the integration test sd sre Surinamese nationals 
who have completed a minimum of primary education 
in the Dutch language in Surinam or the Netherlands 
and can show this by means of a certiýcate.

Others exempted are foreigners who enter the 
Netherlands for temporary reasons such as study, au 
pair work, participation in an exchange programme of 
medical treatment.

Persons going to the country with a work permit and 
their family members; the self employed; the high-
skilled migrants and family members of an accepted 
asylum-seeker are also exempted. They will all be a 

 

required to follow an integration programme once 
they are in the Netherlands.

A group representing Dutch citizens who want to 
bring a partner into the country has described the 
introduction of the integration exam as a dark day in 
Dutch history.

Imposing the integration test on the partners of 
Dutch citizens meant the Netherlands was no longer 
an open society, the spokesman of the foundation 
Buitenlanse Partners, Paul Streumer, said in an 
interview.

The law nor makes in difýcult for Dutch citizens and 
long-time foreigners resident in the Netherlands who 
want to bring their spouses from abroad.

The introduction of the civil integration examination 
abroad is being closely watched in other EU countries 
as the Netherlands has now changed from having 
one of the most liberal to one of the strictest migration 
regimes in the Western world. Observers say other 
countries that are looking for ways of tightening 
immigration might emulate the highly restrictive rule. 
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Happy Days!

NOTICE

The  Anti-Discrimination  
Bureau of Lund (ADB Lund) 
is closed. 

The Swedish Board of 
Integrationôs motives for 
closing ADB Lund are: 

to use the resources to 
establish ADBs in other 
counties in Southern 
Sweden.
 

Both Helsingborg and Malmº, 
two cities close to Lund, have 
ADBs that can service the 
population of Lund. 
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Learn Swedish
in Sweden with 
ISU Programs

We offer Summer, Fall, Spring and

year programs at all levels

For further information:
www.folkuniversitetet.se/isu

ISU PROGRAMS P.O. BOX 2116,
SE-220 02 LUND, SWEDEN

Telephone: +46 46 19 77 72
Fax: +46 46 970 08

E-mail: isu.lund@folkuniversitetet.se
Website: www.folkuniversitetet.se/isu
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Porcelain Decoration, Music,
Central American Poetry,

Desktop Publishing.
The European Union, 

Human Rights,
Neuropsychology, Knitting,

Ballet,
How to Run an Association,

Journalism and
many other subjects

For Information On 
How To Get Started Call

Skomakaregatan 8, Lund
( 046 - 19 77 00

CALL US WHEN YOUR ORGANISATION
WANTS TO HAVE A STUDY CIRCLE ON




